ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, THOUGHTS and OPINION of a PMAM MEMBER

REGARDING MICHIGAN BOILER RULES AND REGULATIONS

4/2/2008

I believe the attached documents (see Michigan Boiler Rules links on www.pmamhq.com) offer the best summary of the 2006 changes to the state boiler regulations.  The regulations are very complicated since there 

are many different types and sizes of boilers.  Perhaps it would be best to have a link on the PMAM and local websites to these documents.  We could also encourage owners to contact the state Bureau of Construction Codes with specific questions.  A local mechanical contractor may also be a good resource.

Following are some of my comments on the rule changes:

R 408.4024  I believe this applies to large/steam type boilers that would be most commonly used in institutions for hydronic heat.  We do not have these type of boilers at our properties.  It seems that this would affect contractors or individuals that work on these type of boilers more than it would affect owners.

R 408.4027  As I understand it, prior to this change only boilers over 400,000 btu were required to be tested annually.  The person performing the test did not have to be a licensed mechanical contractor.  It is now a requirement that the test be done by a licensed mechanical contractor.  In addition, boilers less than 400,000 btu that previously were not required to be tested must now also be tested annually by a licensed mechanical contractor.

I don't know if a "formal system of periodic preventative maintenance and testing" was previously required.  We have been doing this at our properties.

Regarding the licensing, it is my understanding that  the state issues a 3-year license and would inspect the boiler before issuing a renewal.  So the inspection is done once every three years by the state, and the testing is done annually by a licensed contractor.

